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ANY of us have held that 
M the dreamy haze, the red sun 

and the charm of October 
have meant “Indian Summer.” But 
now, to dispute this theory, we 
read in an old Almanac published 
in 1860 that tells us: 

“In the pioneer days the early 
settlers felled the forest, built their 
cabins, cleaned their patches and 
planted their corn and potatoes, and 
in the Autumn the women watched 
the clearing and the men stood by 
the guns, ready to attack the In- 
dians prowling about to steal the 
ripened corn and vegetables. 

In early November a snowstorm 
would come, driving the Indians off 
to their villages and wigwams, mak- 
ing it no longer necessary for the 
pioneers to watch for them. But 
after this wintry storm there would 
come a spell of warm November 
weather and the Indians would 
again return to forage upon ths 
clearings and the sturdy settlers 
were again on the watch with their 
loaded guns. Hence these warm 
days, bringing back the Indians, 
were called ‘Indian Summer’.” 

Accordingly, “Indian Summer” 


is pending. 


October, 1951 


comes after the first snowstorm in 
November. 


o 


DESERTED 


The old house leans upon a tree 
Like some old man upon a staff: 
The night wind in its ancient porch 
Sounds like a hollow laugh. 
o. 
The heaven is wrapped in flyinz 
clouds 
As grandeur cloaks itself in gray! 
The starlight flitting in and out, 
Glints like a lanthorn ray. 
o e 
The dark is full of whispers. Now 
A fox-hound howls; and through 
the night 
Like some old ghost from out its 
grave, 
The moon comes misty white. 
Madison Cavein 
o 


LITTLE AMEY 


“I'd like to be a cricket 
I'd chirp the whole day through 
Singing my song of cheerfulness 
Just to be with you.” 


D. E. F. 
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The British and Colonial Navies 
Battle on the Delaware River, 1777 


by Walter Hare 


-> taxes one's credulity today that 
warships once fought in the Dela- 
ware. 

The late Dr. I. P. Strittmatter, a 
Philadelphia physician, became in- 
terested in the campaign on the 
Delaware during the Revolutionary 
War, 1777. He was convinced histor- 
ians negiected to emphasize the im- 
portance of some of the heaviest 
- Cannonading of the entire War for 
Independence. 

Bucks county has a frontage along 
the river, as everyone knows who 
reads about the location of the new 
United States Steel Company plant 
at Morrisville. Washington’s Cross- 
ing is known to every schoolboy. But 
the aueiing between American boats 
and British ships along the Dela- 
ware has had scant mention. 

Today there is talk of deepening 
the channel of the river to 40 feet, 
to allow cargo ships to reach Mor- 


risville. In the Summer of 1948 the 
channel was being deepened not far 
below the Philadelphia Navy Yard 
when a dredge hit a sunken vessel 
at least as old as the American Re- 
volution. The sunken boat was in 
the very same part of the river 
where the Augusta and the Merlin 
of the British fighting fleet were 
destroyed in the Fall of 1777. 
Eventually the British captured 
or demolished river fortifications at 
Bilingsport, N. J., Fort Mifflin on 
the Pennsylvania side near where 
Hog Island is today and Fort Mer- 
cer on the Jersey side opposite Lea- 
kue Island. But, as Dr. Strittmatter 
pointed out, the fighting brought 
about the largest loss of the Hessian 
allies, the killing of about 1,100 
men, destruction of the fighting 
ships Augusta and Merlin, and em- 
ployment of a larger man power and 
munitions than were devoted to any 
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other sphere by the British during 
the war, for a similar period of time. 

The Augusta was a 64-gun frigate, 
and the Merlin, 18-guns. They came 
up the river with the Roebuck, a 
44-gun frigate, to work an attacz 
upon Forts Mercer and Mifflin, Oc- 
tober 23, 1777. The fight was des- 
cribed by Thomas Paine “as the 
most furious I ever heard,” ending 
“in a tremendous noise, as a peal 
from a hundred cannon was heard. 
A volume of thick smoke, rising like 
a pillar, spreading on top like a 
tree, was seen ascending to heaver. 
The region for leagues around 
rocked as if driven like an earth- 
quake; windows miles away were 
broken.” 


Action off Fort Mifflin on the Delaware river, November 15, 1777. Draw- 


Only three boat-loads of me. 
were saved from the two well- 
manned vessels, Augusta and Mer- 
lin. 

The British occupied Philadelphiz 
at the time of the 1777 fighting and 
were trying to open the river as a 
supply line for the King’s troops 
In December, 1777, Washington’s 
tattered army moved into Valley 
Forge. 

After the loss of the Augusta and 
the Merlin, according to Dr. Stritt- 
matter’s historical study, the Brit- 
ish naval force on the Delaware 
still far exceeded the number of men 
the Americans had on all defensive 
shipping and at the two forts, Mitf- 
lin and Mercer.. “The Somerset 


ing made at time of action by Lt. W. Elliott. . Published by W. Elliott in 


Philadelphia in 1787. 
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(British ship of 500 men and 64 
guns) alone had more men than all 
the boats we had on the Delaware 
including the few boats we had at 
Bordentown.” 

When the two forts finally fell, 
the situation became serious. The 
British had control of the Dela- 
ware, Congress had moved to York, 
Pa. In Bucks county, General Lacey 
was advocating total depopulation 
of the ground between the Dela- 
ware and Schuylkill rivers for fif- 
teen miles around Philadelphia, by 
compelling the inhabitants to move 
back. People in Philadelphia were 
detected selling horse meat, so 
scarce were provisions. 

But, as time proved, said Dr. 
Strittmatter, the cost of the British 
occupation of Philadelphia and the 
cost of bringing about a union of 
effort between its army and navy 
was one of the most expensive ex- 
periences of the whole war and the 
least productive as to ultimate re- 
sult. 

Dr. Strittmatter expressed some 
opinions why “the campaign on the 
Delaware has been a closed book to 
us and our children.” The opinions 
are his own. They may be examined 
by anyone wishing to do so, in the 
files of the Gloucester county N. J. 
Historical Society at Woodbury. 
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BLACK BASS HOTEL ON THE DELAWARE 
Copyrighted 1950 by Women’s Auxiliary, Trinity Chapel, Solebury, Pa. 


7 


a 
ate, 


BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER, OCTOBER, 1951 


Old Newspapers in Bucks County 


By Grace Chandler 


In the early days of Doyle's Towne, 
“freedom of the press” was taken to 
mean exactly that. Anyone with a 
shirt-tail full of type and the urge for 
self-expression could and often did 
set himself up as a newspaper pub- 
lisher. 

The pioneers in this field were the 
Farmers' Weekly Gazette, established 
in 1800, and The Pennsylvania Cor- 
respondent, started by Asher Miner 
in 1804. which later became The 
Bucks County Patriot and Farmers’ 
Advertiser and still later, under an- 
other change of ownership, The 
Bucks County Intelligencer and Gen- 
eral Advertiser, forerunner of t he 
present day Doylestown Daily In- 
telligencer. 

The early newspapers carried little 
news as we understand the term. 
The Gazette’s first issue, for instance, 
devoted an entire page to the pro- 
ceedings of the Irish Parliament. The 
idea seemed to be that anything that 
had happened many months pre- 
vious and several thousand miles dis- 
tant was , literally, news—and no 
doubt it was, although one cannot 
immagine what interest it had for 
the dwellers of this crossroads ham- 
let. 

The newspapers of that day paid 
no attention whatever to what hap- 
pened under their noses, the editors 
rightly assuming that everyone knew 
that anyway. Then. as now, the 
grapevine spread the truly titillating 


news faster than any thumping 
presses could. 

Politics was the principal reason 
for establishing a paper, albeit the 
mastheads loftily claimed an equal 
devotion to literature, agriculture, 
science, morality and the fine and 
useful arts. The devotion to poli- 
tics was real and down to earth. 
They were violently pro- or violently 
con- regarding party planks and can- 
didates. The editors had the cour- 
age of their convictions and backed 
them up in strong language. Calling 
an opposition party’s candidate “a 
ringtailed baboon and a bastard to 
boot” was almost a compliment in 
comparison with some of the things 
he was called in bold print on Page 
One. 

The professed devotion to “agri- 
culture” and “science” was expressed 
for the most part in the advertise- 
ments. An early issue of Lewis 
Defflebach’s Democrat, published 
October 1, 1816, featured on its front 
page the lyrical claims of the effi- 
cacy of itch ointments, cancer cures, 
“Balm of Life” for eye disorders. and 
cordials for all and sundry diseases 
of the nerves. 

Farmer readers were fed columns 
of advertisements of the sale of pro- 
ducts ranging from handmade nails 
to “imported mules”—imported from 
Chester county, that is, or mayhap 
all the way from Maryland, with oc- 
casional piteous tale with a moral 
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about the effects of hitching a horse 
to close to a bee hive. 


By 1851, the newspapers had grown 
in size, though not in bulk. The 
usual issue ran to four pages, tightly 
packed with small type and with no 
screaming headlines as we know 
them, but if hand presses limited the 
number of pages it was discovered 
that the pages themselves could be 
much larger—of a size, as one wag 
put it, “just about right for a lap 
robe.” 


This gave the editor more space 
which. if not pre-empted by adver- 
tisements, could be filled with fiction 
and poetry, both of the tear-jerking 
variety. The January 7, 1851 issue of 
the Democrat carried a Christmas 
story five chapter in length which 
was anything but merry, and a poem 
with 27 stanzas. The same issue 
featured an account of the first in- 
terment in the Doylestown ceme- 
tery. The deceased was Thomas 
Truman, a former resident of the 
borough, “whose remains were in- 
terned therein, attended by a con- 
course of friends.” The item sug- 
gested that “a suitable monument 
should be erected in his memory that 
will perpetuate the fact.” 


Dispatches from Tunis, Quatemala 
and Siam were still considered to 
contain the only important news, but 
the editors now published local 
deaths and marriages—whether as 
news or paid notices is not clear. It 
was here that women were first rec- 
ognized in print as existing. Not hav- 
ing the right to vote, the women 
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played no admitted part in politics 
nor, for all the attention paid to 
them in anything else, unless, of 
course, one happened to get her head 
bashed in by a bold robber in far 
away Dublin. 

In 1851, the Independent Democrat 
published by Clayton N. Bryan, could 
boast delivery “by Post Riders in 
every section of the county free of 
charge” beyond the $2.00 subscription 
rate. Liniments and nostrums for all 
known ills still dominated the adver- 
tising columns, but “good daguerreo- 
types” were assured if one patron- 
ized the operator at Keely’s saloon on 
North Second street, Philadelphia. 

The January 20, 1852 issue of the 
Independent Democrat gave space 
to news that was at least in the area, 
if not local, to the effect that the 
citizens of Norristown are making a 
movement toward introducing gas 
lights in the borough, and in the 
same issue reported that the U. S. 
Navy consisted of 11 ships of the line, 
11 frigates, 21 sloops of war, 7 brigs 
and schooners and 8 steamers, a 
grand total of 75 vessels and a 


strength of 7,500 men, as allowed by 
law. 

The Independent Democrat be- 
came the Watchtower with the the 
June 22, 1852 issue. William P. Sey- 
mour was the new editor and pro- 
prietor. He supported General 
Franklin Pierce for president of the 
United States and was most disdain- 
ful of the opposition. His pages were 
opened a bit wider, however, for news 
from places closer to home base. Un- 
der the caption “Melancholy Cas- 
ualty” he reported that a little girl 
named Ann Virginia Dickes was 
drowned while playing near the mill 
race at the Turk; announced that 
Messers. Hubbard and Company had 
placed the renovated “Humming 
Bird” on the Doylestown-Philadel- 
phia stage line, gave due notice to the 
fact that lightning melted the mag- 
nets in the Doylestown telegraph of- 
fice but otherwise doing little harm 
as the operator, fortunately, had 
stepped out for a cup of tea. 

o 

A six months subscription costs 
only $1.00. 
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The Passage of Time 


In Quakertown 


By Fred A. Krauss 


(Continued from last month) 

During the period 1855-1865, six- 
teen ordinances were passed. Now- 
adays it is not unusual to present 
that number in six months. We wil! 
not discuss all of them in this ar- 
ticle, as most of them related to 
sidewalks, but the highlights are 
absorbingly interesting. The number, 
title, date of passage and signatures 
of the sixteen are here presented: 

1. Cattle running at large, etc. 
June 16, 1855. Edward Foulke, Burg- 
ess; John Ball clerk. 

2. Tax on dogs, etc. June 16, 1855. 
Foulke and Ball. 

3. Refuse matter in streets, etc. 
July 19, 1855. Foulke and Ball. 

4. Sidewalks on Main street. May 
21, 1856. Joseph R. Lancaster, Burg- 
ess; Thomas P. Ball, clerk. 

5. Sidewalks on Main street. May 
11, 1857. Edward Foulke and John 
Ball. 

6. Sidewalks, Bethlehem street, 
north side. October 5, 1857. Foulke 
and Ball. 

7. Survey of streets—Juniper, etc. 
February 14, 1859. Samuel Carey, 
President of Council; John Ball, 
clerk. 

8. Sidewalks, Bethlehem street, 
south side. March 17, 1859. Signed 
only by John Ball, clerk. 

9. Sidewalks, north side of Broad 
street, etc. June 13, 1859. John H. 
Kaull, Burgess; John Ball, clerk. 

10. Street survey. March 13, 1860. 

11 


Kaull and Ball. 

11. Fire inspector, etc. December 
24, 1860. Joshua Foulke, Burgess: 
Richard R. Green, clerk. 

12. Sidewalk, north side of Broad 
street to station, etc. May 4, 1864. 
Signed only by Thomas Morris, 
clerk. 

13. Widening Broad street. No- 
vember 17, 1864. Joseph R. Lancas- 
ter, Burgess; Thomas Morris, clerk. 

14. Sidewalk, north side of Broad 
stret, etc. Lancaster and Morris. 

15. Sidewalks on Green and Jun- 
iper streets. Daniel B. Shelly, Burg- 
ess; Manoah Geary, clerk. 

16. Sidewalks on west side of 
North street (Hellertown road). 
June 4, 1869. Shelly and Geary. 

Ordinance No. 10 covered a street 
survey from which we imply might 
be a part of Broad street, though 
that is not plain from the wording. 
Perhaps we had better quote its 
section in full: 

“Beginning at a point of land 
of James Cressman on the line of 
the curbstones of the pavement on 
the east side of Main street, in 
the Borough of Quakertown, the 
distance of ten inches southwardly 
from the line of Hannah Karn’s 
land, and extending thence over 
land of said James Cressman, land 
of David R. Jamison, and land late 
of the estate of Joel B. Roberts, 
deceased, south 85 degrees east, 
1,628 feet to a stake, and continuing 
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thence over land late the estate of 
Joel B. Roberts, deceased, north 5 
degrees east, 790 feet to a stake on 
the south side of Broad street in 
said Borough, and that the same 
be opened, twenty feet on each side 
of center line.” 

Another important ordinance 
passed during this period was No. 
11, providing for the appointment 
of a fire inspector. As previously 
noted, this ordinance was enacted 
December 24, 1860. Its single section 
is very interesting and reads as fo!- 
lows: 

“That after the 4th day of 
January, 1861, one person shall be 
appointed a house inspector, whose 
duty it shall be to examine the 
dwellings and shops in the Borough 
twice a year, to see whether care is 


observed in relation to fire used, 
whether stove pipes are properly 
guarded, and also whether ashes 
are stowed away in safe bins, made 
of brick or other material that is 
proof against fire, etc. Whenever 
any defect should be discovered and 
the owner of or person occupying 
the dwelling or shop neglects to 
make the same safe within five days 
time after notice given the owners 
or occupiers of the same, the in- 
spector will have the same done at 
the expense of either the owner or 
occupier as the inspector may de- 
termine.” 

There is no record, as far as we 
know, that this ordinance was ever 
repealed or amended. It looks like 
somewhat of a dead-letter, and, 
anyway, in these days of oil burners 
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and improvements in heating, it 
can no longer be enforced as it 
stands. 

It will be noticed that up to re- 
cent times the title “Chief Burgess” 
was carried on all the ordinances. 
The question arises—chief of what, 
as there is only one such officer and 
always has been—somewhat of a 
misnomer. 

According to our dictionary, a 
burgess was “a representative in the 
populuar branch of the colonial 
legislature of Virginia (of whom 
Patrick Henry was one, and before 
whom he delivered his famous ad- 
dress); a member of the lower house 
in the colonial legislature of Mary- 
land—or of a borough in the U. S.” 
With us members of Town Council 
are councilmen, 


This raises an interesting ques- 
tion. Perhaps any reader can fur- 
nish further information. 
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Wm. MAUS 
CLOCKMAKER 


by Walter Hare 


Just inside the main door of Qua- 
kertown Community hospital is æ 
grandfather clock On its dial is the 
name of Wm. Maus. Who was he? 
Was William Maus the maker of 
this handsomely-housed timekeep- 
er? Here are the known facts about 
him, If he made this clock—case or 
works— his artisanship must have 
been exceptional. 


William Maus once lived at 120 
South Main street, in old Quaker- 
town. He has been mentioned as a 
noted watchmaker. Certainly he re- 
paired clocks and watches. He prob- 
ably was more than a repairer, for 
Carl W. Drepperd in his “American 
Clocks and Clockmakers” lists Wil- 
liam Maus as a clockmaker at Qua- 
ertown and Hilltown, Pa., around 
1810. 

More clocks bearing the name 
Maus may turn up. We have knowl- 
edge of only the one now in Quaker- 
town hospital. It is an eight-day, 
pillar and scroll type, mahogany 
case. It came from the home of 
Miss Sally Thomas, member of an 
old Quaker family that lived along 
Main street, not far from Maus. 

Fifty years ago, to be exact on 
May 28, 1901, Dr. Joseph Thomas 
addressed the Bucks County His- 
torical Society at Friends’ Meeting 
House, Quakertown. His subject was 
“Reminiscences of Quakertown and 
Its People.” He recalled that in the 
middle 1800’s there was a man 
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named William Moss (Billy), a 
watchmaker, who lived on Main 
street with his daughter, Jane. 

This Moss (Maus) was an eccen- 
tric character, according to Dr. 
Thomas’ standards, but of much in- 
telligence, the doctor said. Having 
been asked on a certain occasion 
what occupation he followed, Maus 
replied, “an horologist.” 

The questioner had never heard 
of that line of business before and 
he did not press for further infor- 
mation. 

Neither General Davis nor Battle 
make any reference to William Maus 
in their histories of Bucks county. 
This is not unusual, for Jacob D 
Custer, of Norristown, Pa., 1825- 
1860, regarded today as an out- 
oe mae es ÀS clockmaker, got little or 


no attention from later historian: 
of Montgomery county. Yet, says 
Drepperd's present day clock book, 
uster made superlatively fine 
Pennsylvania-type pillar-and-scroi' 
clocks—finer than any by Terry but 
also far more expensive. Custer’s 
shelf and mantel clocks, says Drep- 
perd, are now considered to be as 
good as any of the Terry designs if 
not superior. 

Not long ago the story of Custer 
the little known but distinguished 
Americn clockmaker, was told to an 
audience in Quakertown by Samuel 
Barrington, a clock collector and 
builder of church organs, of nea: 
Norristown. Barrington lives today 
on part of what was once Custer’s 
homestead. He has become inter 
ested in Custer and told the writer 
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of a rare watch he had come across, 
made by Custer. Barrington spoke 
in Quakertown at the invitation of 
the Goldsmith family, long estab- 
lished jewelers. 

Experts, of course, are aware that 
names on clocks do not always indi- 
cate the maker. Sometimes the 
works sometimes the case were by 
different makers. Again, the name 
or label on a clock may not actually 
be that of the maker. 

If William Maus made clocks of 
the type at Quakertown hospital he 
deserves much more recognition 
than he has had. One has to be 
more than a “character” to be that 
kind of a clockmaker. Perhaps some 
of our readers have further infor- 
mation about him. The house he 
lived in still stands, we believe. 
After Maus’ death it was occupied 
by the family of John Lester and 
still later by Dr. Charles F. Mere- 
dith, Quakertown physician. 

o 
CHARCOAL MAKING 
AT DURHAM 

In post-colonial days the char- 
coal was made almost wholly in 
“sod” or “pit” kilns and, in spite of 
intense competition from more re- 
fined equipment, much charcoal is 
still produced in this way. Only na- 
tive materials are needed to con- 
struct sod or pit kilns but a great 
deal of skill and attention was re- 
quired to assemble these materials 
and to coal the wood. Recovery of 
volatile products was very seldom 
attempted. 

During the early development of 
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the iron resourses in the Durham, 
Bucks county region, vast amounts 
of charcoal were needed for smelt- 
ing. While charcoal was the princi- 
pal product, methanol and other 
condensable elements were recover- 
ed in some cases. 

The art of making charcoal is a 
very old one and has been practiced 
in many parts of the world since 
long before the Christian era. The 
basic principle underlying the pro- 
cess is that of incomplete combus- 
tion. When wood is heated to a 
temperature of about 250° C. (482° 
F.) or higher, it quickly decomposes 
to form gases, vapors and solids. If 
heating takes place in the presence 
of sufficient air, combustion is com- 
plete or nearly so and the only res- 
idue is ash. If, however, the air sup- 
ply to the heated wood is restricted, 
combustion is incomplete, the vol- 
atile elements are driven off as 
“smoke” and charcoal and ash re- 
main as solid residues. 


Learn more about Bucks county 
by reading the Traveler. 


ESTABLISHED 1866 


A. Goldsmith’s 
Son & Co. 


JEWELERS 
242 West Broad Street ] 


Quakertown, Pa. 
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Ruth Ikeler's Letter 


True to his promise, Doc Petrie — 
on the job dentist, off the job histor- 
ian — has let us in on some of his 
findings re New Hope's past. True 
to our promise, we're letting you in 
on some of our findings re some of 
his findings. 

Richard Randolph Parry, address- 
ing a meeting of the Pa. Society of 
Sons of the Revolution in 1907, de- 
scribed New Hope's situation in the 
Winter of "76 as follows: 

“ . . . This whole section was brist- 
ling with arms and the tramp and 
tread of armed men, as our patriot 
sires advanced into — or were driven 
out of — New Jersey, and . . . during 
most of the month of December, 1776 
(just prior to the battle of Trenton), 
a large portion of the Continental 
Army were here in close proximity. 

“Within the limits of this ancient 
borough the eye rested everywhere 
upon the valley. hillside and fields, 
dotted with the tents of the Conti- 
nental soldiers, and ‘Coryell’s Ferry’ 
(New Hope) became a military camp. 

“Within a ten minutes’ ride, below 
New Hope, at the Neeley (Thomp-. 
son’s) farmhouse, were quartered 
Lieut. James Monroe, afterwards 
President of the United States, and 
other officers, including Captain 
James Moore, of the New York Ar- 

“Near by, at ‘Chapman’s.’ were 
General Knox and Captain Alexan- 
der Hamilton ... At ‘Merrick’s’ farm- 
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From New Hope 


house were General Greene and his 
Staff, and the General (especially 
fond of good cheer) devoured the 
poultry, etc., on the farm, to the hor- 
ror and dismay of the family; while 
a few fields away General Sullivan 
and staff occupied the ‘Hayhurst’ 
home. 

“General Washington’s headquar- 
ters were at the ‘Keith’ house and 
farm, on the road from Brownsburg 
. .. towards Newtown; and General 
Stirling and De Fermoy, with their 
troops, at ‘Beaumont’s’ and ‘Coryell’s 
Ferry.’ 

“These officers were all in close 
touch with each other, all watching 
and waiting. eager and anxious, to 
bear their part in the bloody engage- 
ment which they well knew was near 
at hand... 

“The account comes handed down 
to us that under “The Old Washing- 
ton Tree,’ in New Hope—which stood 
for one hundred and fifty years on 
the Paxson’s estate of ‘Maple Grove,’ 
in a field opposite General De Fer- 
moy's and Lord Stirling's headquar- 
ters (and known as ‘The Old Fort’), 
General Washington and his trusted 
Generals, Knox, Stirling, Sullivan 
and Greene, first talked over, and 
first outlined, a plan for the Battle 
of Trenton. 

“From the time of the Revolution 
to November 28. 1893, when it was cut 
down (to make room for improve- 
ments), it was always known and 
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spoken of as “The Old Washington 
Tree,’ from this circumstance.” 
x a * 

We dropped in to look over paint- 
ings and sculpture at the Pickett 
Gallery recently. Sculptor Jo Jenks 
is currently showing a piece that is 
soon to go on exhibition in New 
York’s Museum of Modern Art. Were 
much interested. 

Also were intrigued with non- 
objective paintings by Bill Ney — 
whose pictures have, for many a year 
now, graced said museum. 

Incidentally, Bill is still at work on 
his triangular house, which he began 
in 1947. The right-angled triangle is 
shaping up nicely and the exterior is 
nearly completed. When the interior 
will be finished, who can say? But 
it’s fun. 

Which reminds us of another in- 
teresting house, being built out on 
Windy Bush Road by Phillip Bour- 
neuf (the lead in “Pygmalian” at 
Bucks County Playhouse this Sum- 
mer) and Frences Reed, his wife (a 
featured player in “When Ladies 
Meet.” same theatre). 


Men-Get That | 
NEW HAT feeling! 


@ STETSON HATS 
e LEE HATS 


$7.90 — $10.00 


9 MEN'S STORE | 
WEISS QUAKERTOWN 


The kitchen is in the living room, 
an arrangement that will allow both 
Bourneufs to converse with their 
friends while preparing a dinner. The 
bathroom, too, is unusual: has two 
sinks — removed by the Allies from 
Hitler’s yacht. 


Vinc Pinto is the contractor on the 
job. As far as we know, he has never 
been in a show at the Playhouse. 


* * * 


We see by the ads that the Daven- 
ports have a hand loom for sale. Be- 
fore retiring some years ago, they 
ran a mighty busy workshop on 
River Road. Their weaving brought 
customers from all over the East. 


To the best of our knowledge, 
Greye La Spina — who lives near 
Quakertown — is the only craftsman 
hereabouts whose loom is busy. Greye 
does beautiful work; her table cloths, 
guest towels, napkins, etc., are works 
of art. 


* * * 


Reminder: Phillips Mill Fall Art 
exhibition scheduled for first week 
in October. 
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THE CROSS KEYS HOTEL SIGN 
An eighteen century hostelry at Cross Keys, now a part of Doylestown. 

The Cross Keys are the arms of the Papal See, the emblem of St. Peter and 

his successors. The original sign is in the Museum of the Bucks County 

Historical Society. 
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COL. PAUL APPLEBACH'S 
OLD STONE MANSION 


In 1837 George Dutch, an eccen- 
tric sea captain of New York, 
bought a tract of 377 acres of land 
in the north western part of 
Haycock township. On it he built a 
stone mansion for his son, an in- 
ebriate, who the father thought, by 
sending him to the country could be 
reformed. In 1847 he sold the estate 
to Col. Paul Applebach and his 
brother Henry. 

They laid out part of the tract in 
buildings lots on both sides of the 
old Bethlehem road in 1848. 

This enterprise soon developed in- 
to a small town with thirty neat 
looking brick homes, Stage coaches 
on their way between Bethlehem 


and Philadelphia stopped at the ho- 
tel that had been built. It soon be- 
came known as the “Metropolis of 
Haycock.” The mansion still stands, 
surrounded by century old trees, 
but has been vacated recently and 
offers someone with vision an op- 
portunity to restore it to its old ele- 
gance. 

The three hundred acres sur- 
rounding the buildings are covered 
with timber with innumerable 
creeks winding their course through- 
out the farm, 


Send the Bucks County Traveler 
to a friend. It is a sure way to make 
him remember you. 


Subscribe to Bucks County Traveler, 


FOR SALE 
FOR RENT — WITH OPTION TO BUY 


A century and a half old stone Mansion in Haycock township, Bucks 
County. On edge of picturesque town. About 5 miles from Quaker- 
town. Has just been vacated. Before remodeling or restoring after 
owner’s plan, it is offered to prospective renter or purchaser. Suit- 
able for country home, club, recreation camp or childen’s camp. 300 
acres, two creeks running through woods. Largely timber. Century 
old trees surround house. Good barn. Owner seeks suggestion as to 
what to do with the place that has just come into his possession. 


Address Owner 
P. O. Box 151, Quakertown, Pa. 


BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER, OCTOBER, 1951 


BLACK BASS 
HOTEL 

A tavern was built on the Penn- 
sylvania side of the Delaware river 
at a point where Lumberville now 
stands in 1745. 

The Delaware Indians were still 
plying the river in that section but 
the white man who traveled past 
this old tavern was served noggins 
of rum and butter and was “put up” 
for the night if he wished. 

Just prior to the Revolution a 
Col. Wall bought a large tract of 
land and built a house and two saw 
mills near the tavern, and called it 
Wall’s Saw Mill and Wall’s Landing. 

About the year 1830 two men, 
Heed and Hartley, bought the hold- 
ings of Col. Wall and changed the 
name to Lumberville. 

The settlement at that time con- 
sisted of the tavern, two stores, a 
grist mill and a dozen houses, so 
Gordon’s Gazetteer records. 

Lumberville was known as a post 
town, the old stages bringing the 
mail to the tavern, but the post- 
office was not established until 
April, 1835. 

The tavern burned to the ground 
on Saturday night, January 19, 1833 

Major Anthony Fry who was the 
landlord at the time, at the risk of 
his life broke open a celler door and 
carried out a quantity of blasting 
powder that had been stored there 
by the canal company. 

The next year, 1834 Benjamin 
Carver built a new brick tavern and 
named it the Black Bass Hotel, 
largely because of the excellent 
fishing the river offered at that 


MIRIAM K. STEELY 
All Forms Insurance 
207 8. 11th St. 


Phone 711-W Po 


ARTHUR F. PETERS 


All Lines 
Notary Public 


Auto Tag License Service 


1217 W. Broad St. 


EDW. J. DORNEY 
CABINET CO. 


Kitchen Planning 
and Building 


Everything for Your Kitchen 
Floor & Wall Installations 
Asphalt, Rubber or 
Plastic Tile — Linoleum 


600 E. Broad St. 
Phone 621 
Quakertown,. Pa 
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point. 

When President Grover Cleveland 
was governor of New York, he made 
frequent visits to the Black Bass 
because of the fishing the river af- 
forded. 

The Delaware River Canal was 
one of the first canals built and 
many of the bargemen stopped at 
Lumberville to shelter their. horses 
in the huge barn that stood across 
from the tavern and to partake of a 
brew of hot ale, apple pulp, sugar, 
cinnamon and cloves, served in 
steaming mugs. Sleep to them was 
not important. 

As the boats and varges gradually 
disappeared from the canal, the ho- 
tel was allowed to disintegrate and 
it was only in recent years, since 
the increase of motor travel, that 
the Black Bass and other hotels 
along the Delaware have come back 
into their own. 

The present owner of the Black 
Bass is Herbert Everard Ward, not 
only an experienced hotel operator 
but a keen collector of French Pro- 
vincial furniture, that proves an at- 
traction to guests. 

The food served, on a gallery 
overlooking the river, is excellent 
and is prepared largely after the 
Creole manner. A visit to the Black 
Bass for a long or short stay will 
always be cherished. But it will be 
well to make reservations for either 
food or a room. 

“.... 


Nervous prostration was unknown 
when people worked harder and 
worried less.. 
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Curtain Headquarters 


— TIEBACKS — 
— TAILORED — 
— LACE TAILORED — 
— OVERDRAPES — 
— COTTAGE SETS — 
— SHOWER CURTAINS — 
— CURTAIN RODS — 


DEATERLY’S 
DEPARTMENT 
STORE 


215 West Broad St. 


Quakertown Phone 1169-&. 


GROCERIES 
Frozen Foods 
Vegetables 
k Fruits 
Cakes — Breads 


OPEN FOR YOUR 
CONVENIENCE 


Every Nite Until 9 P. M. 
All Day Sunday 
Closed Wednesdays 


Rich Hill Store 


Old Bethlehem Pike at Rich Hill, 
3 miles south of Quakertown 


Phone Quakertown 180-R-1. 
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The sign of the Elephant Hotel, 1848, at Weisel, in Bucks County, now in 
the museum of the Bucks County Historical Society. 


THE GHOST MYTH 
OF THE ELEPHANT TAVERN 

More than a hundred workmen 
died from an unkown cause at Per- 
kasie in 1855. 

A great number of laborers were 
brought from Philadelphia in that 
year to dig the tunnel below Per- 
kasie for the North Penn railroad. 

Many of the dead were unidenti- 
fied and their bodies were placed in 
rough wooden boxes and carried to 
Kellers Church for burial. 

Teamsters with Dearborn wagons 
were secured to haul the boxes to the 
burial ground. 

Before the start of the funeral pro- 


cession, the drivers fortified them- 
selves with rum at a nearby tavern. 

It is related that one of the team- 
sters decided to take several more 
swigs at the Elephant Hotel before 
continuing his journey. 

In attempting to make a turn in 
the road at the Elephant, he upset 
the wagon and his load of boxes 
rolled into a ditch. 

In reloading, with the help of 
some men from the tavern one box 
that had rolled down a hill, was over- 
looked. 

When the box was found the next 
day it was empty. 

The folks living in the vicinity of 
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Haycock Mountain would often tell 
of aghost that appeared at dusk 
each evening but would disappear 
when approached. It was accepted 
as a fact in that day and many 


thought it was the ghost of the lab- 


orer whose body had been placed in 


the box left at the Elephant Tavern 


The picture of the original sign 
that hung at the tavern in 1855 is 


now part of the collection of inn signs 
at the Bucks County Historical So- 
ciety in Doylestown. 


nes 


De —— 
Old Sun Im built in 1758 
ese ¢ 
GENERAL LAFAYETTE 

When General Lafayette journey- 
ed through Bucks county from 
Philadelphia to Bethlehem, after 
being wounded at the battle of 
Brandywine on September 11, 1777, 
he was driven through Bristol, 
Langhorne and Newtown. 

It is told by one historian that 
he paused at Pleasant Valley where 
he rested for two weeks, but this 
has never been confirmed. 

General Davis in his history of 
Bucks county suggests that he may 
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FOR YOUR COMPLETF 


HOME MOVIE 
EQUIPMENT 


and service visit Maugeri’s 

Camera Shop, 15 S. 3rd St, 

Quakertown, Pa., or Phone 

Quakertown 294. 

Carries a full line of all makes 

of Cameras. 

Royal Portable Typewriters, 

Remington Adding Machines, 

Safe Guard Check Writers. 
Film and Photo Supplies 


MAUGERI 
CAMERA SHOP 


17 S. 3rd St. 
Quakertown, Pa. 


J IET. A REOR “4 
RADIO - SOUND 
Sales — Rental — Service 


When in need of Sound Amplifica- 
tion or Mobile Sound Advertising, 
why not choose the system that ex- 
perts acclaim the best. 


Call Quakertown 171 


526 W. Broad St. 
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have stopped at Wagner's 'Tavern 
which stood near Hellertown He 
did arrive at Bethlehem and was 
quartered in the infirmary on the 
top floor of the Sun Inn. 

Owing to the crowded condition 
of the Inn he was taken to the 
home of George Beckel, adjoining 
the Sun Inn. He was there until 
October 18, 1777 when he returned 
to join General Washington, who 
was then at White Marsh. 

The Sun Inn was built in Bethle- 
hem in 1758 and was first licensed 
by King George III of England, 
June 14, 1761, and has never been 
closed to this day. 

It was never rebuilt, although an 
addition was made in 1818, and an 
additional story added in 1835. 


During the Indian uprisings in 
1763 and later throughout the Revo- 
lutionary times, the Inn was the 
rendezvous of the officers and men 
of state. A tunnel or secret passage 
was built under the Inn which end- 
ed at the Monocacy Creek. In case 
of an attack the people at the Inn 
could go by the tunnel to the creek 
and then to safety. For six years 
while the Revolution was waged, the 
Inn was a thorofare for troops and 
it was frequently used by the Con- 
tinental officers as a hospital and 
was occupied for three months by 
other officers, heavy baggage and 
munitions of war besides being the 
refuge for members of the Ameri- 
can Congress. 

Most of the patriots who signed 
the Declaration of Independence 
were entertained at the Sun Inn 
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Park Avenue 
Motor Co. 


FACTORY-TRAINED MECHANICS 
HYDRA-MATIC SPECIALISTS 
TOWING 


Park Ave. at Rt. 309 


Quakertown 
Phone 601 


HALLICRAFTERS 
TELEVISION 


It's more sensitive—works better 
with weak ignals—ideal for built-in 
antenna or fringe-area operation. 
It actually pulls in stations your 
neighbors can’t get. 

It resists outside interference. 

It brings you clearer, 


It's Performance Proved ... 


BILL’S ELECTRIC SHOP 
Sales — Westinghouse — Service 
114 East Broad Quakertown 


HARTMAN INSURANCE 


All Forms Insurance 


QUAKER TRAVEL BUREAU 


Trips, Cruises, Tours 
211 W. Broad St. Quakertown, Pa. 
Phone 224 
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as well as George Washington, Laf- 
ayette, Pulaski and many other 
great Generals of the Revolution. 

An ingenious signal system was 
in use in the days of the stage 
coaches from Philadelphia. When 
the coach arrived at the top of 
Old South Mountain, the driver sig- 
naled to someone on the top of the 
Inn who in turn arranged for the 
preparation of the necessary num- 
ber of meals and rooms for the ex- 
pected guests. 


The first Sign of 
“THE SUN” 
as the Inn was known 
in Colonial Times 


GEORGE WASHINGTON 
IN DOYLESTOWN 

The British army evacuated Phil- 
adelphia on the morning of June 
18, 1778. Six brigades of the Conti- 
nental Army under General Lee 
immediately left Valley Forge and 
proceeded toward New Jersey. 

The main body of the army under 
General Washington arrived in 
Doylestown on July 20, 1778. 

Doylestown consisted then of Wii- 
liam Doyle’s Tavern and several 
small houses. The army pitched their 


e 
WOLFINGER’S 


WATCH AND CLOCK REPAIRING 
334 W. Broad Street, 
Quakertown, Pa. 
Selection of FINE WATOHES, 
CLOCKS AND JEWELRY 


VISIT 


“THE FIRESIDE” 
CHARCOAL 


Frankfurters — Hamburger 
Steak Sandwiches 


Route 309 at Quakertown, Pa. 
EEE 


FRANK W. MYERS 


PLUMBING AND HEATING 
OIL BURNERS 
WATER SOFTENERS 


24 S. Tenth Street 
Phone 840 Quakertown, Pa. 


QUAKERTOWN 
COAL 


& LUMBER CO. 


E. Broad & Reading R. R. 
JEDDO 
READING RED DOT 
COAL 


LUMBER — ROOFING 
BUILDING MATERIALS 


Phone 124 
pees 
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tents just east of the little settle- 
ment. It rained during the night 
and the road to Coryell’s Ferry was 
deep with mud. However on Sunday. 
June 21, the army resumed it’s ad- 
vance to the Delaware river. General 
Lee’s army had already arrived at the 
river the day before and had cross- 
ed to the New Jersey side. 

In spite of the heavy roads Wash- 
ington reached Coryell’s Ferry on 
the 22nd and the next day moved 
toward Trenton. They encamped at 
Hopewell as it was learned the Brit- 
ish army had changed their route 
towards Monmouth, N. J. 


DOYLESTOWN 
In 1833 


The Saturday Evening Post of 
October 1833 carried a story from 
one of its correspondents in which 
he observed: 

“Am spending several days in 
Doylestown in Bucks county, the air 
is fine and salubrious and every- 
thing is of the most inviting kind. 

“Society is refined, social and 
literary. There is in progress a 
handsome banking house, and 
twenty very neat dwellings and 
other buildings. 

“Nearly opposite the Court House 
I observed a conspicuous sign with 
the following inscription: 

Citizens Temperance House 
by Joseph Burrows 

“This house having a neat ap- 
pearance, I walked in and found 
the interior to correspond with the 
exterior. It being Court week, the 
house was nearly full of company, 
yet it was as quiet as a private 
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dwelling. 

“Doylestown is becoming one of 
our handsomest inland villages and 
a very desirable situation for gen- 
tlement of fortune who are seeking 
retirement from the busy scenes of 
a city life.” 


“LeROY A. HILLEGASS 
Tho REXALL Store 


Whitman Candies 
Prescriptions Carefully 


Compounded 


213 W. Broad St. 
Quakertown 


The Bush House in 1850 


Bush House 
Hotel 


In 1951 Has 
EVERY HOTEL FACILITY 
NEW MODERN RESTAURTNT 
Russell E. Hill, Manager 
Telephone 1135 
Quakertown, Pa. 
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Arthur W. Treffinger & Son 
FUNERAL HOME 
20 - 22 N. Ambler Street 


Quakertown, Pa. 


Telephone 247 


As Old As 1909 
As Modern As 1951 


COLONIAL CONVALESCENT HOME 


MRS. MARGARET C. IRVING, OWNER ) 


For Chronic, Elderly and Convalescents 
24 Hour Nursing Care Reg. Nurses in Attendance 
Private and Semi Private Rooms 


1408 W. Broad St. Quakertown 1170 


Quakertown, Pa. 
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Pennsylvania Dutch 
Recipes 


Bean Pot Chicken 
1 fowl or roasting chicken that 
has been cut up 
5 small onions and a small clove 
of garlic (if desired) 
Y pound margarine 
% pint cream 
First put the margarine in the 
bottom of the bean pot, slice onions, 
crush garlic and add. Then add the 
cut-up fowl and season well. Bake 
in a 300° F. oven for about three to 
four hours. When ready to serve 
put the chicken on a hot platter, 
mix % pint of cream with the re- 
maining liquid in the pot. Pour over 
the chicken. 


+e e 
Sweet Potato Pie 

4 eggs 

% cup sugar 

4% cup crushed black walnut meats 

or pecans 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

1% cups sweet potatoes 

2 tablespoons honey 

% cup milk 

Y cup orange juice 

Pinch of salt 

Beat the eggs until light and add 
the sweet potatoes and sugar. Beat 
all togethr until well blended. Stir 
in the honey, nut meats, milk. 
orange juice, vanilla and salt. Pour 
into unbaked rich pastry shell. Bake 
in a hot oven for 10 minutes.Re- 
duce temperature to moderate 350° 
F. oven and bake for 30 minutes 
longer or until the pie is almost 
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firm in the center. Cool but do not 
chili. 

Whip 1 cup heavy cream, stir in 
1 tablespoon grated orange peel and 
% teaspoon nutmeg. Spread over 
the pie. 


Bill’s Flower Shop 


Remember the shut-in, the anniver- 
sary and birthday, with always wel- 
come flowers. 


Guest Towels - Stationery - Gifts 
Palace Theatre Building 
Quakertown, Pa. 

Phone: Store 508-M 
Residence 508-J 
A Complete Floral Service 


New and Delicious 


KNAUSS 


Ready-to-Eat Ham 
95c per pound 
Can be served cold or baked 


Available at All 
Knauss Stores 


“Knauss Hams have won favor for 
their Flavor” 


| WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE U. $. A. | 
E. W. KNAUSS & SON 


Quakertown, Pa. 


We have made hickory smoked 
hams since 1902 
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FIVE GENERATIONS OF SERVICE 


Shunk Guneral Home 


Clarence R. Strunk C. Richard Strunk 
821 W. Broad St. Phone 309 Quakertown, Pa, 


Shop or from their bakery trucks is that you 

can buy exactly what you want—three of this or 
six of that—there is no waste and everything from 
Yeakel's ovens tastes as though it just came fresh from 
yours. 


E HE Nice thing about buying from Yeakel's Bake 
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YEAKEL'S BAKERY 


Quakertown Sellersville 
19 S. Hellertown Ave. 27 E. Walnut Street 


Phone 802 Phone 2634 


% Wedding and Birthday Cakes “Our Specialty” Jr 
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LETTERS 


In the Traveler you mention the 
old oak tree back of the Gardenville 


School House. The hole, if you no- 
tice, is not round, but much the 
shape of a horse collar and to school 
children of my time was known as 
the horse collar tree, 


I was born and raised on a farm 
below the village where Mr. Wilson 
Long now lives. There is an old 
house there that was built about 
1749, and there was once a mineral 
spring on the farm. 

The house is also mentioned in 
Doane’s outlaw history, telling 
where two old people were made to 
dance on red hot stove lids if they 
refused to tell where their riches 
were. 


I enjoy the Traveler very much as 
Bucks County is truly my home. 


Mrs. Estella M. Kriebel, 
Doylestown, Pa. 


Publishers: 

Enclosed find $2.00 for a year’s 
subscription to the Traveler. 

I picked up six back copies of 
your magazine at the book shop in 
New Hope. I could not have been 
more pleased if I had found a gold 
mine. So rich in the lore of the 
Pennsylvania countryside. 

R. A. Berrien 
Dear Mr. Freking: 

The Bucks County Historical So- 
ciety is about to publish a second 
edition of “Place Names in Bucks 


-County.” Local artists are asked 


if they would like to submit draw- 
ings in pen and ink or crayon of 
famous spots in the county, The 
Canal, The River, Old Mills and 
historic houses, to illustrate the 
book which has become a. popular 
seller. 

The Historical Society Library is 
also looking for a Book Plate for 
their books which are being newly 
catalogued. Artists should submit 
skethes before making any finished 
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No Television 
Beer — Wines 
Liquors — Cocktails 
Henry H. DePue 
Prop. 


2 MILES SOUTH 
3 OF QUAKERTOWN 
Phone 1052 


“THE OLD WAGON WHEEL TAVERN 


Route 313, Quakertown - Doylestown Road 
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designs. The book plate should be 
in pen and ink or lithograph. Con- 
tact Arthur Edwin Bye, president, 
or Audubon R. Davis, librarian. 
Very truly yours, 
Arthur Edwin Bye 
President 


L * & 
EDITOR: 

A prevalent conception of a histor- 
ian is something like Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge’s description of the ancient 
mariner, he of the “long gray beard 
and glittering eye.” Of course it is 
somewhat out of kelter. 

Anyway, any such fantastic idea, 
tinged perhaps with local color, has 
been dispelled somewhat by a move- 
ment in neighboring counties to in- 
troduce the study of local history in- 
to the public schools. 


Th idea has not been received here 
by any great display of enthusiasm. 
We have contended all along that 
school curricula are imposing great 
burdens on teachers. Disinclined 
as We are to adding thereto, we do 
sense a need for better knowledge 
of local history. 

Our children are instructed in 
order to assure them knowledge that 
should and certainly does provide 
them foundation upon which to 
build a career, even though it may 
never bring them ten miles from the 
home town. Such being the case, 
wherever they may settle down, they 
should become and remain familiar 
with home history, aside from purely 
seentimental reasons. 

The Bucks County Traveler has 
opened the way to greater interest in 
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The Ideal 


Confectionary & 
Lunch Room 


On the Site of the First P. O. 
In Richland Center 
E. Broad & Hellertown Ave. 


Breyers Ice Cream 
For Party, Home or Church Affairs 
George Matthias, Jr., Prop. 


PHONE 575 ESTAB. 1925 


LeROY N. CASSELL 
REAL ESTATE 
Farms @ Old Stone Houses 


608 W. Broad St. 
Quakertown, Pa. 


HOWARD B. SINE 


5 - 10 & $100 STORE 
Quakertown, Pa. 


VISIT OUR GIFT SHOP 
Fine Glassware 


e Fostoria — @ Fiesta 
@ Libby Tumblers & Stemware 
ee 


a 
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this subject. A surprising number of 
people have approached the writer 
with suggestions and material for a 
comprehensive series of articles that 
might well run for years if only we 
weren't so all-fired busy trying to 
make a living. 


But this matter of the teaching of 
local history, along with that of 
countries the children will never see, 
much less take up a residence, allow- 
ing of course for exceptions, should 
not be treated as an idle dream, nor 
as fulminations emanating exclus- 
ively from baldheads and graybeards. 

Fred A. Krauss. 
-—— 0 
HORSE THIEVES 
IN BUCKS IN 1800 
by Fred A. Krauss 

What is to us now a unique 

organization was the horse insur- 
ance company. Its purpose was to 
insure against theft or other loss. 
The Richland Detective and Insur- 
ance Company started on a career 
of over a century on December 16, 
1809, at the home of Thomas Pen- 
rose. It was hard to earn a liveli- 
hood, times being what they were, 
and so frequent were the depreda- 
tions of horse thieves that it be- 
came highly necessary to provide 
some form of protection. The coun- 
try at this time was slowly emerg- 
ing from the chaotic conditions pre- 
valent at the close of the Revolu- 
tion and the formation of a new 
government. The great majority of 
men were engaged in agriculture. 
clearing land to extend the area of 
productive soil. 
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The horse and the mule formed 
very important parts of the farm 
equipment. The early farmer urg- 
ently needed his animals to till the 
soil, take his produce to market 
and bring back the necessary artic- 
les for his family and whatever was 
required for his work. Accordingly, 
at the preliminary meeting on De- 
cember 16, 1809, Everard Foulke was 
chosen chairman and James Rob- 
erts secretary. The following officers 
were elected to head the company: 


For Better Cleaning 


WAGNER 


Cleaners & Tailors 
6th and West Broad Streets 
Tel. 1257 


RUSSELL B. SCHANLEY 


Jeweler 
The original Schanley Store moved 
from Milford Square to this loca- 
tion 66 years ago. Has served the 
folks of this area faithfully at the 
same locati-n 
JEWELR+ — SILVERWARE 
WATCH REPAIKING 
212 W. Broad St. 
Quakertown, Pa. 


QUAKERTOWN LAUNDRY 


The Family Laundry 


115 South Second Street 
Phone 994 Quakertown, Pa. 
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President, Everard Foulke; vice 
president, Samuel Sellers; treasurer, 
William Green; secretary, Caleb 
Foulke. There were forty-two mem- 
bers to answer the initial roll-call. 

A constitution and by-laws was 
formulated and adopted January 13, 
1810, the greater part of which re- 
mained in force until the company 
disbanded. 

The method adopted to recover 
stolen horses was to start members 
on horseback to scour the country 
in all directions. One rider would 
take Old Chester, for instance, and 
others would head for Philadelphia, 
Mitchell’s Ferry, Lousanne, Cata- 
wissa, Cartertown, Sinking Springs, 
West Chester, Easton and Strouds- 
burg. 

From the list of members four 
were assigned to each of these 
places, and of these four sets of 
men one would serve for the first 
three months, the second the next 
three months, and so on. 

According to the records of the 
Association, the first theft occurred 
during the year 1811, when $30 was 
paid to James Patman because the 
company neglected to institute a 
search. Nowadays one could hardly 
acquire the most broken-down plug 
for so paltry a sum. That was big 
money in those days. 

In 1843 the company disbanded, 
and the amount in the treasury 
shared among thirty members, each 
of whom received $7.75. 

After a lapse of five years a re- 
organization was effected in Jan- 
uary, 1848, with Anthony Johnson 
as president, David Roberts, vice 


president, Dr .Samuel Carey, secre- 
tary and Enos Artman, treasurer. 

In 1857 every member was asked 
to keep his seat after the adjourn- 
ment of the annual meeting until 
the secretary called the roll, when 
each man was to proceed to the 
dinner table as called. Penalty for 
disobeying this otherwise welcome 
summons was a fine of 12% cents 
(!), or as it was called, a levy and 
a fip and a bit—the former six cents 
and the latter 6%, small change to 
us. Today no one would scream at 
a dollar a throw. 

On June 5, 1858, a horse was stol- 
en from Anthony Johnson, which 
cost the Association $79.74, to pay 
which each member was assessed 
$1.25. Mr. Johnson was paid by the 
State for the conviction of one Wil- 
liam B. Smith as the culprit. Other 
thefts were recorded, which we have 
not the time nor space to discuss. 

In 1867 the company was incor- 
porated and the by-laws revised. 
The Association kept on actively un- 
til December 31, 1932, after a career 
of 123 years. There was a deficit of 
$45.51. It is not stated whether the 
members shared in this or not. At 
the time of disbandment there were 
32 members. 


STEPHEN BROCK 
OF CROSS KEYS 

Stephen Brock was a picturesque 
person and not surpassed as an 
inn keeper or politician. He was 
genial and popular and an import- 
ant factor in county politics. 

His strength was such that he 
ran as an independent candidate 
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for sheriff on two occasions and 
was elected both times. 

He was the host of the Indian 
Queen Inn at Doylestown at one 
time but as an inn keeper was best 
remembered as the owner of the 
Cross Keys Inn which he acquired 
in 1846. 

While he managed the Cross 
Keys Inn it was the center of much 
of the social activity of Doylestown. 

Brock had two delightful daugh- 
ters and three popular sons who 
were largely responsible for making 
the inn attractive to guests during 
their stay. 

The Summers were especially gay. 
always filled with guests, some from 
Philadelphia who brought their 
daughters with them. 

Cotillions, in the dining room 
were almost nightly occurances and 
there were frequent picnics nearby. 

In 1846 the inn passed into the 
hands of Charles H. Mann. 

It was owned by A. F. Scheetz at 
one time and used as a mercantile 
establishment by his sons. It is now 
one of the better dining places and 
is known as Conti’s Cross Keys Inn. 


THE QUAKERTOWN 
INDEPENDENT 
PUBLISHED IN 1868 

(By Fred A. Krauss) 

The Independent, the initial num- 
ber of which was issued October 15, 
1868, by Pryor & Berlin, is a very 
good example of post-bellum coun- 
try journalism in Quakertown. Its 
terms were “$2, strictly in advance.” 

As far as Quakertown news is 
concerned, the first issue does not 
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overflow. Here are several items: 

“Thirty-three fine dwelling houses, 
mostly brick, have been erected in 
our borough and Richland Center 
during the past year.” 

“The Marion Circle No. 16, B. U. 
(H. F.) C. A., have nearly completed 
their new hall on Broad Street. The 
building is of brick, three stories 
high, the upper story intended for 
the hall and the lower section for 
dwellings.” 

“We had made arrangements to 
issue our first number on Thursday 
last, but owing to job work and the 
failure of an engaged printer to ar- 
rive, we were not able to issue at the 
appointed time. We intend making 
Thursday our publication day, and 
hope The Independent will make its 
regular appearance on that day.” 

Imagine modern newspapers de- 
layed on account of job work! But 
then Quakertown was more or less 
provincial, therefore didn’t matter 
so much. 

This issue also contains a lengthy 
account of the Doylestown fair, 
wherein the Washington Cornet 
Band of Quakertown is mentioned. 
This article also conveys the im- 
pression that many of our towns- 
folk were in attendance. 

Among the advertisers are Charles 
D. Walp, boot and shoe manufac- 
tory; Washington Cornet Band, 
William L. Harmer, leader; C. K. 
Himmelwright, flour and feed; D. 
Sterner, cigar manufacturer; George 
L. Baringer, carriage manufacturer; 
L. H. Landis, general merchandise; 
W. H. Dengler, stoves and tinware; 
Thomas & Linderman, druggists 
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and chemists; E. L. Cope's Cash 
Store; William H. Berlin, agent for 
the Manhattan Co-Operative Relief 
Association; Quakertown Academy, 
Rev. George M. Lazarus, principal. 
It is noticeable that some of the 
ads are inserted twice. As plate 
matter was not available in those 
days, it became necessary to fill up 
space in some manner. 

In 1870 the name of the paper 
was changed to The Weekly Mirror, 
and soon thereafter moved to Doy- 
lestown, where it was published for 
many years by Fred. Constantine. 


Some of the older residents may 
recall at least the names here men- 
tioned, thereby drawing the marked 
contrast between the Quakertown 
of 1868 and that of today, noting 
the great changes occurring since 
he first number of The Independent 
made its appearance. 


“FAIRLESS” A NEW 
TOWN BUILDING 
IN BUCKS COUNTY 

Approximately six months have 
passed since U. S. Steel announcec 
its decision to erect a new plant at 
Morrisville. The transformation of 
the countryside that then was 
promised is already apparent, and 
further changes are in sight. 

Not only is construction of the 
huge plant proceeding, but the be- 
ginnings of a new, well-planned 
town to be called “Fairless” are to 
be seen. This is to be a community 
of some 1,100 homes near Morris- 
ville. Now an even larger town is 
promised through the announcement 
of Levitt and Sons that they plan 
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a community eventually to reach 
16,000 homes. 

Tht would be the equivalent of a 
city of 50,000 or more people, and 
the firm’s ennouncement that the 
entire project is being planned be- 
fore a single bulldozer begins work 
indicates that hodge-podge develop- 
ment is not to take place. At least 
not there. 

Wide parkways are projected so 
that any foreseeable future expan- 
sion will not create congestion. Con- 
struction will be at the rate of 150 
homes a week and can be stepped 
up if the influx of population war- 
rants it. 

Few communities of such size 
have been started with the com- 
plete planning done. Most, like Top- 
sy, “just growed.” The result is only 
too well known. 

If the same sort of orderly plan- 
ning is insisted upon in other phas- 
es of this rapid development of 
Bucks county, its transformation 
from farms and rural residences to 
an industrial area will avoid the 
growing pains that have beset most 
communities. — Philadelphia Eve- 
ning Bulletin. 


ERNEST PUDER 
CHAIR DESIGNER 

Thirty years ago Ernest Puder 
owned and operated a wheelwright 
shop at Bedminster. Motor cars had 
actually driven wagons off the 
roads. Mr. Puder then and there de- 
cided to make something that there 
would always be a demand for. He 
and his wife were sure that peopie 
wculd always use chairs, styles would 
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change, but still there would be 
chairs. 

For the past thirty years he has 
made chair frames, five days a week, 
and delivered the frames to up- 
holsterers on the sixth day. In the 
thirty years he has made patterns 
for seventy different designs, some- 
times as many as 200 frames 2 week. 
He and his son-in-law operate the 
plant alone. 

o 

NOSTALGIA 

Late in the autumn afternoon 

The haze of bonfire smoke 

Blots out the edges of the crumbling 
moon. 

The appletree’s bent bole and 
tattered cloak 

Draw themselves in silhouette 

Against the sunset sky. 

The squirrel scolds; the catbird frets; 

Their mood hangs near as destiny, 

The fragrance of late apples lifts 

As if to touch the heart. 

Oh. why, in such a world as this— 

Why ever—must we part? 


I'd like to be 
An alligator; 


I'd take care of 
My looks, 


So when my time 
On earth was o’er 


I'd leave rare 
Pocketbooks. 
D. E. F. 


RE LLOYD FRONHEISER 
HARDWARE — BICYCLES 
AUTO SUPPLIES 
SPORTING GOODS 

GAS & OIL 
28 - 38 S. 8th 
Quakertown, Pa. 


Phone 388 


$2.00 Is Such a Small Amount, 
But It Will Look So Big To Us 


? 2:00 


Won't you send us your subscription for 12 Months? ít will 
bring you 480 pages or more of interesting pictures, stories, articles 


relating to Bucks County only. 


There are very few $2.00, $3.00 or even $5.00 books that have 


more than 480 pages. 


Send check or currency at our risk. Just order, and if you pre- 


fer, we will bill you, say, in 30 days. 


Bucks County Traveler 


Quakertown, Pa. 


BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER, OCTOBER, 1951 


SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 


TODD'S RAG RUGS 


HAND-MADE RAG RUGS—Made any 

special size. Woven or oval. Any co 

or. Only va best workmanship. 
OOTH 328, 


QUAKERTOWN SALES MARKET. 
SPORTING GOODS 


JOHNNY SMOLL’S 
SPORTMAN’S SHOP 
406 W. Broad St., 

Phone 1308-W. Quakertown, Pa. 


CHILDREN’S WEAR 


THE CHILDREN’S SHOP carries a 
complets lines of children’s wear from 


infants to teen- ha > 
2 E. BROAD ST,, 
Phone Quakertown 938. 


GIFTS 


QUAKER DISPLAY MART. Gifts 
for all occasions. Items of beauty for 
home and garden 

"E 309 a W. BROAD ST. 
Phone 770, 


SEWING MACHINES 


Bought, Sold and Repaired. 
line your old machine in 
cabinet and install a motor. Easy to 
run. WILLIAM AMEY. 
244 W. Broad St. Tel. after 5.30 p. m. 
Quakertown 498-R.  769-M. 


FULLER BRUSHES 


COMPLETE LINE of brushes for 
every possible need. Floor cleaners, 
wax, polish for every use. Telephone 


HAROLD D. REED, 
15 S. Eleventh St., Quakertown. 


PAPER HANGING 


LET ME DECORATE your roomf 
with the new, beautiful and sensational 
1951 wallpapers. Bon-Ton, Asams, Unit 
ed, Shoemakers and others. Free es- 


timates. 
F. KIRKPATRICK, 
Phone Quakertown 170-R 


Stream- 
a modern 


ADVERTISE IN THE TRAVELER 
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WHERE TO EAT 


FOR TASTY SANDWICHES or 
lunches come to the Main Street Res- 
taurant. Home cooked platters. Open 


every day. 
9 SOUTH MAIN ST.. 
Quakertown, Pa. 


THE ANGLE BAR 
The New Luncheonette 
Corner 7th and Broad Sts. 
Try our special platter at noon. 
Sandwiches—Hoageys—Steaks 
Angleburger Special Sandwi ich 


VISIT THE BUSH HOUSE RESTAU- 
RANT for excellent food. Cool pleasant 
dining room. Entrance on West Broad 
Street. 


‘BRICK TAVERN INN — Two miles 
above Quakertown, on old Bethlehem 


Pike. Barbacues and platters. Steam- 
ed clams, 4 doz., $1.00, with crackers, 
butter, pickled cabbage. Come early. 


We serve only two bushels daily. 


WINDOW CLEANING 
EXPERIENCED window cleaners for 
private homes, stores, factories. 
QUAKER WINDOW CLEANING 
SERVICE, 
Telephone Quakertown 5394-R-11. 


FLOOR FINISHERS 


ARE YOUR FLOORS shabby? Rent 
our High-Speed Floor Sander or Pol- 
isher and refinish like new. Reason- 


able rates. 
NICHOLAS HARDWARE. 


e am 


AMERICA’S LARGEST FARMERS’ MARKET AND AUCTION! 4 


On Station Road in QUAKERTOWN 
Everything you eat, wear or use 
under one roof! 


SAVE on Top Quality 
GROCERIES, MEATS, 
PRODUCE, CLOTHING, 
HOUSEHOLD NECESSITIES 


Complete Satisfaction 
or Your Money Back! 
SHOP AT THE SIGN OF 


THE JOLLY QUAKER MAN 


ve 


THE BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER. Publication office, 
312 West Broad Street, Quakertown, Penna. 
Subscription Price $2.00 a Year — 25c a Copy 


Plenty of Entertainment at the 


— 78 WEEKS TO PAY | 
$10.00 DOWN | 
10 DAYS TRIAL 


SAVE $87.00 


Formerly $249.45 


1 49” ; 


TAX INCLUDED 


General Applebach’s old home near Applebachsville, Pa. 


FOR LIMITED TIME 
AT THIS UNHEARD OF PRICE 


DIMMIG ELECTRIC 


QUAKERTOWN, PA. 


OPEN DAILY 8:30 TO 5:30 P. M. — FRI. AND SAT. "TIL 9 P. M. 


